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THE Diſcourſe, preached 
ſome years ago at one of your Monthly Aſſo- 
ciations, would not now have made its ap- 


ori ve) had not 1 member. of yt 
yo declined blication of his, more rer 
wk delivery 


— ſame ſubject. It was 
tranſcribed merely with a view to it 
inſerted in a peri TN — 
it ſeemed natural. to claim a 
2 ng receive by the els, a and 
its intended inſertion announced. I 
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Upon this he determined (with the approba- 
tion of ſome friends who, had peruſed — to 
ſend it forth by itſelf, in a cheap form, hoping 
that it Weir this way wh as ge- 
neral a circulation as it would in the 


former ; which it — will, if it ſhould 


—_ thought worth your patronage, to which 
— ta recommend it; "who 


Your brother and - ſervant, 
in the bonds of faith ad love, 7 
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Stand faſt therefore in the Liberty were. 
wal Ford hath made us free, and be not 
_ entangled again-with the yoke of bondage, 


HE yoke to which the Apoſtle here par- 
ticularly refers, was that of circumciſion, 
and other Jewiſh ceremonies connected with 
it, in favour of which the Chriſtians, converted 


from Judaiſm, ſtill retained-a ſtrong prejudice, 
and which they were zealous to impoſe upon 


chriſtian liberty, and exhorts them to be ſteady 

in the maintenance of it. He gives them to | 

underſtand, that the — . 3 
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the Moſaic ritual, were aboliſhed by the goſ- 
. pel, and that Chriſtians were free from all obli- 
gation to ſubmit to any of them. He tells 
them, that they were bound in duty to Chriſt 
their only Lord and Maſter, who called 
them to this liberty, to oppoſe all encroach- 
ments upon it; to reze all ſuch impoſitions 
on conſcience, and zealouſly to aſſert and main- 
- tain their chriſtian rights and privileges. 
Now the ſpwit-of the Apoſtle's argument is, 
at leaſt, equally concluſive in favour of a vi- 
orous oppoſition to all other attempts to en- 
ſlave the mind and burden the conſcience ; and 
a zealous defence of chriſtian liberty in general, 
from whatever quarter it may be invaded. I 
may, therefore, with propriety, addreſs to you, 
my brethren, as Proteſtant Nonconformiſts, 
theſe words of Paul to the Galatians, referring 
to Jetoiſi ceremonies, with reſpe to certain 
impoſitions praCtiſed in our day, Stand faſt in 
the liberty wherewith Chrift has made you 
Free, be not entangled again m the yoke 
_ of bondage. In purſuance of my deſign in 
treating upon this paſſage, I ſhall, | 
1. Give you ſome account of that liberty into 
which Chriſt has introduced his diſciples. 
11. Shew you how, and by whom, it has 
« 111; Repreſent the manner in which it has 
been defended, enlarged, and ſecured. And 
then, by way of improvement, I ſhall, 
iv. — and inforce the Apoſtle's ex- 


hortation, to ſtand faſt in the liberty with 
- which we are favoured, and to guard againlt 
911 1 13 | X every 
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thin whereby we ma be brou on- 
2 —— yoke. ! | ht 

I pretend not, under either of theſe heads 10 
advance any thing which the generali ou 
do not 7. ou Low, and ſome of — wx 
better than I can preſume to inform them ; my 
only intention is, tv put you in Hej,“ b / ance 
of theſe things, though Tae know them, 
that ye may be 0 lieu in e preſent 
truth ; and io für s all up'to'® [and 
more zealous attention to them. 75 9 TID 

1. I would lay before you ſome' account 
chat liberty with which makes bay 
ciples fre. 

IisExrv is one of the been und 
gifts of God to men. Much has been ſaid, it 
too much cannot be ſaid; in commendation 4 
it. The patrons of it have been ranked amon 
the illuſtrious of mank ind, and they deferye 
be had in everlaſting remembrance. * til 2:40 

But the moſt illuſtrious perſoti that ever 
ed in our world, to eſpouſe the liberties 
man beings, was He, of whom my text 

if _ Jeſus Chriſt the Son of tie ling 
od. He faw,thankind miſerably enſlaved, and 
he came from heaven to earth with tlie moſt 
benevolent difinteteſted deſign, of ſetting them 
free, For this end he aſſumed the nature of the 
miſerable captives, and took up his dwellin 
among them. For this end he preached a 
prayed, he laboured and travelled, with mceſ- 
fant ind For this end he ſuffered a liſe of 
Aatigue, an reproach, and pain. $i. for this 
be ble and died. - apt Wreck |. 
B 2 I ſhould 
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Il ſhould not do juſtice to my preſent ſubjeR, 
nor to the character of Ne deve, 
unn Of ther e aul liberty hich h 
1. prritua wal e came 
to procure for the ſouls of men; though this 
is not what now principally calls for our atten- 
tion. The Lord of glory ſaw mankind, as fallen 
creatures, faſt bound in the chains of guilt, | 
priſoners of divine juſtice, obnoxious to the 
wrath of an offended ſovereign, groaning un- 
der the curſe of a broken law. And when there 
we other eye to pity, no other arm to fave, 
compaſhon, and his arm brought 
Ae. In order to procure liberty to cap- 
. ave finners, be chearfully gave up his own; 
1 * to become the priſoner of the Jews 
$94. omans ; the a at. of death. By his 
ſufferings he paid the dreadful debt which 
they had n He laid down his preci- 
ous life as a. ranſom for theirs, as the price of 
their redemption. Therefore, ſays the author 
of this Epiſtle, Chriſt hath redeemed us from 
the, curſe of the law, being made a curſe for 
us. Nor was this all; 
* He. ſaw mankind enſlaved i in the chains of 
nice, groaning under the bondage of luſt and 
— the miſerable captives of Satan 
world ; and by his mediation he hath 


—.— deliverance to his believing | 
from theſe cruel 1 He 2 7 himſel for 
ina on 4 might redeem us from all ini- 
his death he bath conquered him 
— an th power of death, that is the devil. 


Tri riumphin ng over te r of darkneſs, he 
made 
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made a ſhew of them © He gave himſelf 
for our fins, that he might deliver us from that 
preſent evil world. By his word, and by us 
ſpirit, he introduces them that had lain in the 
moſt ignominious e into the glorious Its 
berty of the ſons of God. Therefore, ſays he: 
by the prophet Ifaiah, * The ſpirit of the Lord 
God is upon me, becauſe he hath anointed me 
—to proclaim liberty to the captives, and the 
opening of the priſon to them that are bound. 
This ſpiritual liberty is the moſt glorious and 
happy that a creature can enjoy. File Son 
make you thus free, then are ye free mated. 
But on this I muſt not now enlarge. I pro- 
ceed to another kind of liberty, which, though 
inferior to this, is yet of high importance, 
which it becomes us to prize as the gift of our 
Redeemer, and to contend for even unto blood: 
And that is, ; 41444 
2. Liberty of conſcience, or freedom from 
the IMFOSITIONS OF MEN, in matters of :relt- 
gion. A liberty to think for ourſelves, and to 
worſhip God according to the dictates of our 
own u ng, without any other reſtraints 
2 of the infallible oracles of God's 
word. 4. . | 2 
Liberty of conſcience, or an uncontrolled 
freedom of thought and of action in all reli- 
gious concerns, is indeed every. man's birth- 
right. But it is confirmed to Chriſtians by a 
new and divine charter, procured for them by 
the Son of God. He hath aſſumed the charac- 
ter of our only Lord and Maſter; and he has 
a Tight to do ſo, not _ g 
c 3 Wl 
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with his blood, and as the Father hath given 
him to be Head over all things to the church, 
but as he is in every view gualiſied to teach 
us What we are to believe, and how we are 
to worſhip God, and what are the terms of ad- 
miſſion into his church. He has accordingly 
claimed our ſole ſubjection, and expreſsly 457. 
bidden our being the ſervants of men, or im- 
plicitly ſubmitting our conſciences to any other 
22 than his. Call no man maſter, ſays 
e, upon earth, for one is your maſter even 
Crit. 
Io aſſert and maintain this liberty, in op- 
poſition to the claims of human authority, 
whether that of Pops, PRIEs Ts, or PRINCEs, 
is the duty of Chriſtians, is the profeſſtn of 
Proteſtants, and the grand principle of Prote- - 
ſtant Diſſenters. It might, indeed, appear aſto- 
niſhing, that any, under a chriſtian name, 
mould attempt to invade it, were it not for the 
conſideration of thoſe luſts and corrupt paſſions 
of men, which have diſcovered themſelves, 
among other inſtances, in the diſpoſition of 
mankind to tyrannize over one another. Ihe 
fact, however incredible, is too notorious to be 
denied. We have ſeen a ſtriking inſtance of it 
in thoſe impoſitions of the Jewiſn converts on 
their Gentile brethren, to which the Apoſtle 
refers in the text. Let us then, in the next 
lace, | 
| F 11. Take a brief view of thoſe attacks which 
have; been made on men's religious hberzies, 


and the rights of conſcience. 
: Through that pride and ambition * 
10me 
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ſome of the worſt effects of the common apoſ+ 
tacy, men have been impelled to reſtleſs en- 
deavours to gain dominion over their fellow- 
men ; and not content with holding their per- 
ſons in ſubjection, and depriving them of their 
property, or their ci liberties, they have very 
commonly claimed authority over their con- 
ſciences, and aſſumed a right to preſcribe to 
them in regard to their RELIGION : to dictate 
what they ſhall believe, and how they ſhall 
worſhip and to impoſe upon them vari- 
ous external rites and ceremonies, according to 
their own fancies, as neceſſary parts or ap- 
pendages of that warſhip. - H 

This domineering ſpirit has been exerciſed, 
and this abſurd uſurpation of the rights of con- 
ſcience has been practiſed, more or leſs, in all 
ages and nations. Not only did the governors 
in idolatrous countries aſſume authority over 
God's profeſſing people the Jes, when they 
ſojourned or were captives amongſt them, to 
forbid their praying to Jehovah, and to require 
them to bow down to their idols; but the 
chief prieſts and rulers among the Jews them» 
ſelves, diſcoyered a diſpoſition to abuſe their 
truſt by lording it over God's heritage. lu 
our Saviour's time, we find him complainin 
of the Scribes and Phariſees as ſtretching their 
prerogative, binding unneceſſary burthens upon 
the people, and teaching for doctrines the 
commandments of men. This impoſing ſpirit 
remarkably diſcovered itſelf in the injunctions 
and prohibitions laid upon Chriſt and his 
apoſtles, and the tions they raiſed 12 

em, 


* 
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chem, for not conforming to the religion of 
the ſtate, for refuſing to ſubmit to unauthorized 
ceremonies,. and to receive human traditions 
as equally binding with divine inſtitutions ; and 
for profeſſing and teaching doctrines which 
they ſtigmatized with the name ä 
Nor did this ſpirit of uſurpation ceaſe, after 
chriſtianity, that law of * came to be 
generally propa and lſhed, even 
among thoſe who profeſſed to embrace it. 
What impoſitions the Jewiſh converts attempt- 
ed to lay upon their brethren of Gentile ori- 
gin, you have in part heard. And there are 
various other paſſages in the New "Teſtament, 
as well as in this Epitle to the Galatians, in 
which the brethren of the circumciſion are 
reprimanded for attempting to a yoke 
upon the necks of the Here — 8 
But this impoſing ſpirit was by no means 
confined to the Jewifh chriſtians ; yet more 
unreaſonable attempts were afterwards made, 
for which there — _ = like plauſible 
und, by perſons of a different you 
| 5 their fellow chriſtians things 
which were confeſſedly of mere human inven- 
tion. The ſpirit of domination had indeed 
diſcovered itſelf in the apoſtles of our 
Lord, who contended among themſelves who 
ſhould be greateſt. And though he ſeverely 
reproved them for it, expreſsly telling them, 
that it ſhould not be ſo among them, as it was 
among the Gentiles, who to exerciſe 
lordſhip over one another, yet we find, in 
proceſs of time, that they w pretended — 
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be their ſucceſſors, unduly wy theit of- 
fice, and aſſumed a of authority over 
their brethren, in matters of faith and 'worſhip, 
utterly inconſiſtent with their characters as the 
ſervants of a crucified maſter, and the ſervants 
of all men for his ſake. When they were free 
from the perſecutions of the common enemy, 
they began to tyrannize over their own flocks, 
As their churches increaſed, and they grew 
proſperous in the world, they ſought to extend 
their power, and to enforce their injunctions 
by civil penalties. At length, by gaining the 
_ favour of the civil magiſtrate, and forming an 
nanatural « alliance between the church and 
the ſtate, th gratified their ambition- to the 
full. The eſtabliſhment of Chriſtianity by the 
ſecular power, which commenced in the rei 

of Conſtantine, proved the means of 
corrupting it. Prieſts: and princes hence for- 
ward combined to exerciſe dominion over the 
conſciences of its profeſſors, to the ſubverſion 
of his authority, who is the only king in Zion ; 
abri g or enlarging the original laws, of 
Chriſt ; ſubſtitutiag their own injunctions in 
the room of his, and enforcing obedience | by 
civil rewards. and er As wu in des 
priving congregations e right of chuſing 
their own mine and — upon them 
— they could not hear with pleaſure or 
A 1 
Ihe Biſhop of Roxx, originally the paſtor 
of a lingle church or congregation, and upon 
an equality with other chriſtian paſtors or bi- 
thops, gradually enlarged his dioceſe, and ex» 
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tended his power, till at length, by the afliſt. 
ance of the imperial arm, he affumed the cha- 
rater of . univerſal biſhop; the vicar of Chriſt 
upon earth, and the head of the church. 
What powers his ſucceſſors the Popes have 
claimed and exercifed all over Europe, and 
over the inhabitants of this country ; what im- 
poſitions they laid npon conſcience, and how 
ievouf * violated both the civil and re- 
ious liberties of mankind, I need not ſay, 
nor will the time allow me to 


When chis os dm (in w y we 
8 concerned) pry the 
n yoke, the ** = 1 was fat 

| of our ſove- 


— who rejected —* of che Roman 
Pontiff, Rane i. VIII. „ ſtead of releaſing his 
ſubjeQs from human authority in matters of 
religion, made it his great object to ſecure his 
own; which in fact he ſubſtituted in the room 
of that which his holineſs had before exerciſed, 
declaring himſelf to be . the ſole head of the 
* church upon earth, in all his dominions.” 
A character which the kings of England have 
claimed ever ſince; in virtue of which 
have niaintained a ' to Exerciſe 

* manner of eccleſiaſtical juriſdiction, to heat 
« und determine all manner of cauſes eccleſi- 
«- aſtical, and to reform and correct all vice; 
« ſin, errors, and hereſies whatſoever.” What 
miſchiefs and perſecutions have enſued in oon - 


. of the exerciſe of ſuch a prerogative, 
various Woo time 


ld fail me to . 5 only *. 
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it has, in various inſtances, ſfubyerted that li- 
berty wherewith Chriſt has made his diſciples 
free, by prohibiting their worſhip of God, ac- 


cording to the dictates of their own minds, and 
requiring their conformity to modes and cere- 
monies which their nces. diſapproved, 
under ſevere penalties, fines, 8 — ue. 
death, Let us now 5 4 

111. Attend to the foveral attempts which 
have been. made, in different periods, for the 
defence of religious hberty, — che ſucceſs 
with which they have been cone og 
have not been wanting thoſe in all a 
have oppoſed theſe encroachments on 
of conſcience, -and who have dared to ag 
their liberty We." So did Daniel, and the three 
Hebrew youths, in praying ſo their God, not- 
withſtanding the royal > echabltion, and in re- 
fuſing to wo ip the image ie Nebuchad- 
— ſet up. So did he Apoſtles of our 
Lord, when — ſubmiſſion to the 
Sanhedrim; they nobly replied to their ac- 
cuſers, Ie ought to 1 God rather than 
man. So did the Gentile converts, when- the 
Jewiſh zealots were for impoling their abro- 
gated rites upon them, as is related As xv. 
where we find the apoſtles Haul and 2 
bas eſpouſing their cauſe, and young to Je 
ſalem to conſult their brethren 
— 222 2 rig 

o the ewe, as er the 

foulsof the die et por a — 
vour of Genti Aid in this iſtle to 


the Galatiens, Paul mentions, with 


thoſe 
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thoſe "chriſtian brethren, —_ to include 
himſelf among them, who r — the intole- 
rant ſpirit of thoſe whom he calls falſe bre- 
thren; who, ſays he, came in prove to ſpy 
out our liberty which we have m Chriſt Je- 
Jus ; to whom, he adds, we gave place by fub- 
jection, no, not for an hour. The ſame noble 
ſpirit was diſcovered by many individuals, with 
reſpect to the Romyh tyranny, during the 
thick darkneſs of Popiſh ignorance. Among 
the glorious afferters of chriſtian liberty, in 
oppoſition to the domination of the man. of 
fin, the WALDENSEsS and the ALBIGENSES, 
m France, in the 12th and 13th centuries, 
make a diſtinguiſhed figure; as alſo do Jouw 
WICKLIFFE, and his followers, in England, 
in the 14th century ; who obtained from their 
enemies the contemptuous name of Lollards. 
-\ This courageous man attacked the ſcanda- 
lous irregularities of the monks, and various 
other eccleſiaſtical abuſes, not excepting thoſe 
of the Pope himſelf, both in preaching and 
writin Fer ba x thy 1 might . e 
the im upon, 
— to bert their liberties, he tranſlated the 
New Teſtament into Engliſh. | | 
- But the. moſt oppoſition to the ty- 
ranny of the Roman antichriſt, was begun in 
Germany in the 16th century, by MARTIx 
LuTHER, who was quickly joined by Jonx 
. Carvin, and various other faithful witneſſes, 
whaſe zeal kindled a light which not all the 


attempts of the ſorts of ſuperſtition was able to 


extinguiſh. In conſequence of the ſpirited 79 
41013 | te 


eee eee 
3 the decree of the Diet 

at Spire, 1529, the friends of the Reformation | 
received the name Ds 


. gn 
way into England, and — 
_— n 
rare * — 


— he 
of all contributed to this great end was, 
publication of the rep: Scriptures, in the — 


— * the ſpread of Proteſtantiſm; with this 
view he wrote and printed à book in defence 
ot popery, for which his holineſs conferred 


upon him the title of Defender of the 
Faith.” 


But the . 


accompliſhment of its own 
. 


tif, and free his fo 
| to him. fy; 4 


| ſhed for the ſake of a good conſcience, was 
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with the Pope, for refuſing to 8 
divorce of the toned the ſovereign 
to renounce the auth of 'the-Rbman pon- 
3755 D 


„ois 
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This was a prowiſing ger coward 2 en- 
the kin 2 continued a 3 
the 2 ty of the — mum wy ſhaken, 
an je one to the doctrinea of the Romiſh 
church gradually abated, through dhe geab of 
Abp. Cranmer and other friends to Proteſtant- 
iſm, who, in the next reign, that of Zdward 
— I. ee . in the work 
tion, 3 pu the 
—— — urch rom the cor- 
ruptions of popery, and tra me of the 
beſt of the prayers into ng liſh, — eſpecially by 
ordering the Engliſh Bible to del read in the 


churches : this was ſuch a ſiroke-ar'the root 
of po as it could never recover. | 
had! nds, after the ſhort reign Gf this 


.— ince, the s of the 
ä & cor Fora -bo er 
bloody Mary, it became ſo much 
the more rapid. The cruelties of the popiſh 


biſhops contributed greatly to the injury of 


their cauſe ; the aſhes of the martyrs prov 
the ſeed of the church; the blood which 


far from extinguiſhing the flame of liberty, that, 

like oil, it cauſed it to burn the brighter 
Through the favour of Providence this reign 

was as ſhort as it was cruel ; ta an > 


ed 


ſent; which, in is 
THE COMPLETION of the wor. 
REFORMERS began. ri. ; 
It muſt; be obſerved here, that many Pro 
teſtants had , fled from the 


—— — — 
the Scripture plan, without the forms and ce- 
remonies preſcribed at home. Others, how- 
ever, were for to the Service-book 
of K. Edward, chinking that it was a ſuſſi- 

RY £ C 2 cient 


* 
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„„ e 
of Elizabeth, they came poſſeſſed of theſe dif. 


ferent ideas, and diſpoſed to act according to 
9 "Thoſe who wiſhed fer a further reform, 
| attempted a greater purity in worſhip and 
diſcipline, — the name of PURITANs. 
- Some of them complied with the terms 
of conformity to the national church; in the 
- hope of having their grievances removed. But 
many found themſelves bound in conſcience to 
diſſent, on account of ſome things in che Li- 

which they could not adopt, and eſpe- 


1 


cheir objection was 


Still, however only to 
Still, » — 


the fangs impoſed, not to the power” 


4 47 

Rn fr ery wank | werel con- 
temptuouit y- called}: a 1 7 — 
own views z and ſuch: ww. roy urs. x97 2 
their ſpirit, ſuch their affectionate and edify- 
ing manner of praying. and preaching, "ſuch 
the holineſs. — utes tu 26al in 
doing good to men, met 
with — only rom mal 
tudes of the common „but ow 
TEE I he PL ay 
—— in the church eſtablithed as would 
enable them conſcientiouſly to conform, ſome 


—— 187, 
— wory, xm — Preſs 
byterian chucch/ar — [ 


— that freedom of 
which | the q 
made the Seri the rule of their j 
ſome of them, by degrees, formed more en- 
larged — on Chꝛriſtian liberty, . and 
— that all eccleſiaſtical powet, ſuppbreed 
Civ authority, Was an uſurpation on the 
B arr yr 


. — 


within it- 
** ſelf not only to elect — — 
* all its concerns according to the 
judgment an conſcience of its — 
without being accountable:ts any power bur 
| of. the 

”= etui 


Theſe 


the 


dy 


— 
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afterwards 


— were 
Congre 


EI 


(arſt 


— — lived to ſee them embraced 
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= * 
- 
4 * 
— . 
= © 
» & * 


| 2 


y a large body of Nonconformiſts, 
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Adden 


BPH HATE: 
i 11 


proſecutions to take againſt thoſe that 
refuſed it. He indeed, at one time, publiſhed 
a declaration in favour of ſuch as had ſcruples 
_ conformity, _ — a while amuſed 
with the hope of a Comprehenſion be- 
tween them and the Epiſcopalians (which, 

with the ians, was a favourite object). 
Yet, after many conferences between the lead- 
* ing 


4: 
SY OY 


-  \CHRISTIAN LIBEAPYE. ). 


: 
: 


pediments to their conformity: t | 


| [14 RE UL Unyformity, whic 

required all that ings in che eftabliſh- 
ment to ſabſtribe the — — 
and declare their * aſſent and. conſentt to all 
4+ und — in a ne editiem of the 
Common: Prayer Book, by the 24th of Au- 
gut, when many of them could have no p- 
porumity of ſeeing it, Thus act effectually 
aleated the chuch of moſt of: thoſe miniſtets 


: 


ol This was the grand | | 
conformity. On this trying - occahion, cheſe 
br Thom — _ * was ſuii- 
| * N VIRce W their integrity, | 
and Which has done them immortal honour. 
hey were not properly . ezected, thaugb 
The intention of government dd ubtleſs was to 
reinove them, by requiing terms with which 
pres — — were too conſcientious 

| night almoſt to a man have continued in — 

uv 


5 But rather than ſacriſice truth and a 
conſcience to their worldly intereſt, the 


determin 


** 


W - 1 4 
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determined, to the number of above two thou- 
Hand, to give up cheir emoluments, and caſt 
themſelves upon Providence; moſt of them 
having no probable means of ſubſiſtence but 
the benevolence of their friends. eee 
This event has commonly been lament 


ed as. 
an — 45 one. Peannot but view it in a 
contrary ight, as having laid a foundation for 
ſuch a religious community as has been the 
means of ſupporting the intereſt of pure chriſ- 
tianity to much greater advantage” than it 
would otherwiſe have been ſupported, and has 
moſt effectually contributed to thoſe enlarged 
ideas of liberty ®, civil and religious, which 
are conducive to the happineſs of mankind, 
highly honourable to the Goſpel, and eſſential 
to the maintenance of the proper authority of 
at. eat, as - of weblog —.— ep 

From a regard to - grand qbjeQts, 
preſent Drss8EnT from the national eſtabliſh- 
ment is continued. Our reaſons for maintain- 
ms the ſeparation, are the ſame with thoſe for 
which our forefathers began it; for the terms 
of admiffior into the church, required by the 
act of - uniformity, remain unaltered” to this 
day ; and we cannot comply with them with- 
out renouncing the liberty with which Chytft 
has made us e. I muſt add, aer 

* The DizsxxTEzRs have ever been conſidered as ſome 
EE EEE, 
'T10N ; which accounts for 2 — deen 
caſt upon them by perſons i} affected to the cauſe of liberty, 
and true ſpirit bf the Engliſh conflitution. See the 
ſpeeches of the biſhops in Dr. Sachererel's Trial, + © 5 


CHRISTIAN panes" 

In conſequence of the enlarged 
Chriſtian liberty, and the religi 
men, ſince the days of . 
P 
formity than our fathers had. We 
ject merely to various 
tional church, but to the; author't 
Joins them? a ſubmiſſion to w 
ſicler as a tacit denial of the author! 
as the only head of his church. 
not merely to ſome Gings1n the ee re- 
e 


SS 


oe 


in the na- 
that en- 
we con- 
les 


by the ſtrate to e any ſub- 
iption at all. We object not merely to the 
ceremony of the cro/s m baptiſm, or 2 
ing at the Lord's ſupper, or to the uſe of 
habits (as if we, thought one 
De 
more — . * 


— — ono paſſages n the 
Service Book, but to the authority 7 in te 
s 0 the miniſters of relig Thins 
ſhall offer to their e object 
n „ and other eccle- 


| flaſtical officers, whom Chriſt never appointed, 


e . willingly render to mn. 


the things which are Cefers, but the thmgs 


which "are God's we a 3 to Go 
by ks 


. ier * a 
1 Happy 


4 « for us, m 1 | 1. 14 
times which permit us to at on 


rin- 
ciples without or reſttaint. Tf Fe pf 

allowed, 1 would remind, you” what unjuſt a 
cruel reſtraints were laid 5 our forefathers, | 
after their ſeparation from the eſtabliſhment— 
the integrity and-zeal 3 which they perfe- 


vered in maintami * fndiples—the for- 
titude with which Reed for them — as 
likewiſe, the kind appearance of providence 
for the enlar of A cher liberty, particu- 
larly at the glorious REvoLUTION by Ki 


WILLIAM, and 77 the Act of T 05 
paſſed in his reign; as alfo for the ſecurity of 
it on the accefhon of the houſe of Hanover, 
and the extenſion of it in the preſent reign ; 
but the limits of a ſingle diſcourſe on e me 
to deſiſt, —Let our hearts overflow w 

titude for our diſtinguiſhed' privile bet 
us manifeſt a due concern 4 ons e, 
that they may not 1 our guiltaad 8 
— hep —This leads me to what I pro- 
— as the proper improvement of the ſub- 


- | N 
iv. To upon you a diligenit attention, 
to the Apa s exhortation in the text, Stand 
faſt therefore in the liberty with which Chri/t. 
has made you free, and be not_entan ted 
again in yoke of bondage. And here 
permit me, 
adherence to- 


8 recommend a ſteady 


your 2 in maintaining your” Dis- 


SENT. 
You would reject, with abhiofrence, the 
thought 


” 
* 


-t cri LIBERTY 2 . 
thought of ſubmitting to the 2 
yoke, and returning eee ; 
PERY, Guard 
that way : ary 2 an, 88 beg 

to the national church. Though ſhe re 
againſt the errors of the church of Rome, and 


ſtill en joins, which are the ics of popiſh ſu- 

beiten, ſome parts of her ice are very 

imperfectly reformed. The 1 of baptiſm 
J. land, 


ordinance, - and efſential to 4 —45 The 
form of confirmation: is grounded on the ſame 


ſentiment, and es · a ſpiritual. power in 
the biſhop, the belief of N is as danger- 
ous as it is unſcri And the form of ab- 


ſolution, in the viſitation of the ſick, directl 
dvows the abſurd and blaſphemous tenet of 


F prieſt to 
ive ſin “. 


oreover, the grand foundation of ache 


Englit church is the ſame with that of Rome, 


namely, human authority. It is built on acts 
of par iament, without which-no alteration can 


be made in a ſingle word of any of its forms; 


and ĩt expreſsly claims, in one of the Articles, 


„ Our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who, bath left poxwer bo bis 
4c church to abſolve all finr ers, who truly repent and believe 
6& in bim, of his great metcy forgive thee thine offences ; and 

72857 0 2 committed to me, l 4 νν,E THEE from. 


dominion 


77 * 


* 
=. 
4 Sermon'to Nonbon fbr. oF 
dominion over men's faith. The words of 8. 
are, The church hath power to deere Tit { 
« and ceremonies, and hath euthority in con- 
« troverſies of faith. ' Art.*xx. 5 
To conform, therefiire;-to-a cherte which 
makes fuch claims as theſe; is thus far to [$67 
back towards the church of Rome: it is to 


ive up chriſtian liberty, and return to 
1 week end beggarly elements from which 


you had — — — be * 
again in che e of pop! bondage. Be 
Meadfaſt yo maintainin diſſent. 


Stand faſt in — ye of Jandl, 

as the only principles of ProteftanÞ 

Liberty, to which- the church of 2 — 

herſelf is obliged to have recourſe, in 

her own diſſent wv tr nn of Rome. 
Submit to no authority 8 but his, 

who is v9 he of — echt 

to nothing but what 9 perceive to have his 

warrant. -Never yi 

_ the power of 


4 bee 
| ay or uncharitableneſs towards thofe 
— fer from us. I doubt not mar are con- 
ſcientious in their conformity ; and thoſe who 
are ſo, and who maintain a truly chriſtian de- 


portment, I with you to venerate and love. 


Though they ſaorfice fl in 2 


1 


— —— 


i4 
' 
| 
3 
1 
1 
| 
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t it is unto the Loxp their, God | 

ake all poſſible allowance for the prejudices 
of education, and for « every circumſtance which 
may inſenſibly. bias the minds of upright men. 


Pes chem ds brethren in Chriſt. But this 


may be done very conſiſtently with maintain 


1 your diſſent in the fulleſt degree. Beware 
leſt candour degenerate into lukewarnmeſs.; 


; 4 e heed leſt by an occaſional conformity, 


r families become wholly ſwallowed 


. in national church, and by that mean 


in the workl.. _ Ty 
I will not ſay, nor do Lacan 10 e 
that it is unlawful for a Proteſtant diſſenter to 


enter into an epiſcopal place of worihip ; eſpe- 


_ cially when at a diſtance, from his own, or at 


times when there is no ſervice there: on the 
„I would recommend it to Chriſtians 
in general to ſhew their catholicigs towards 
men of all denominations, as far as is 
conſiſtent with their own principles. But for 
Diſſenters to deſert their own proper paſtors, 
who have devoted their lives and 7 
their worldly intereſts to the cauſe of chiciſtian 
liberty and ſcriptural chriſtianity, for the ſake 
of nin any of the eſtabliſhed clergy, how- 


Ever worthy as men, or excellent as miniſters, 


and apparently to adopt ſuch ceremonies, and 


= in ſuch parts of worthip as they cannot 


deem unſcriptural, is to contribute their 

towards ſubverting the cauſe of chriſtian 
and genuine proteſtantiſm, 

It is not a ſufficient juſtification of ſuch con- 

duct to lay, that . maſt of the prayers are 

«4 +4 -g00ds. ns the ſemen Foe heax are evan- 


Pro 
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AI Sermon to Noneonformiſtss 1 
« oelical, popular, and uſeful.” The fame ar- 
gument would, in ſome caſes,” equally vindi- 
cate frequenting a Roman-catholic chapel. 
Remember, the honour of Chriſt requires not 
only a regard to the doctrines he has taught, 
but to the ordinances he has appointed, and 
the terms of communion he has preſcribed. 
Conſider likewiſe that Chriſtians ought not 
only to conſult their own edification as indivi- 
_ duals, but the intereſt of pure religion in their 
families and in the world, and the 5 
of the churches to which they belong, hi 

is materially injured by ſuch irregularity in the 


members of them. | | 
2, Maintain the principles of chriſtian 
liberty, and ever them, in what con- 
cerns the members, and all the affairs of your 
own ſocieties. n — 
Ihe Diffenters have been charged with in- 
conſiſtenꝭy in this reſpect; I wiſh I could ſay, 
without a juſt foundation. Hoppy is he that 
condenmeth not himſelf in the thing that he _ 
alloueth, or proteſts againſt. - The warmeſt 
advoEates for freedom have, in ſome inſtances, 
the moſt groſsly violated it. Let us not even 
with, by any kind of force, to reſtrain thoſe 
who ju 1 from ourſelves, in regard 
to the ſubjects of this diſcourſe, much leſs 


countenance any attempts (if ſuch ſhould ever 
be made) to overturn by violence the eccle- 
ſiaſtical eſtabliſhment from which we difſent. 
Nor let us ever, in practice, adopt the prin- 
ciples which we profeſs to condemn, as main- 
tained in it. | | 267 
D 2 If 
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If we diſcover a or intolerant 
ſpirit,, if we call in the power of the civil ma- 
giſtrate to ſuppreſs error, or defend the truth ; 
or if we attempt to do either by any other than 
rational and ſcriptural arguments, we are 

condemned out of our own mouths. If we ſet 
up tribunals among ourſelves, and rack che 
conſciences of our brethren; if we make 
Creeds of our own, or adopt thoſe already 
made, as ſtandards of truth, anſtead of the ſa- 
gred orgoles, in our churches or in our ſemi- 
nmaties; if we appoint unſeriptural terms of 

-communion in our ſocieties, or ſuffer any, 

either miniſters or members, like Drotri | 

o ſhave the pre-emmence, and domineer over 

Þ their brethren, we undermine 1 prin- 

zeiples an which our diflent is and in 

fact vindicate the uſurpations of the church 
ſtom which we ſeparate. Let us be zealous in 
ſuppreſſimg error, and propagating trach; but 
never. have recourſe to carnal weapons. Let 
ons diſcard all, but {ke .8worD of the. sint, 
rol ts the woRD of Gp. Once more, 

3. While with becoming seal you, maintain 

the cauſe of liberty in matters af faith, wor- 

hip, and diſcipline, ſee to it that you be 

: zealous in guarding againſt the bond- 

age of moral! ſlavery and corruption. 

- The moſt glorious part of that liberty with 
vrhich Chriſt makes his people free, conſiſts 
in a deliverance from the power of fin. The 
_ m is _— — of his 0 
4 of pride or anger, of luſt or envy, 
malice or — of whatever — 

=? 


2 


«Pp 
4 


— 
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dom he may boaſt, is in 4 ſtate of 'abjeRt 
flavery, and 1s a to the liberty of tlie 
Goſpel. Let us then well to the ſtate of 
our own ſouls. While we are zealous againſt 
the impoſitions of nien, let us beware of the 
nare of the devil, the tyranny of the world, 
and the domination of our on hearts luſts. 
Let us dread the t of coming under the 
n — DG 
while 1 0 are 
A correqtiom: 
or of whom rr 
of the ame isine broug ut inio bondage. 
— 


thoſe evil ons vyhich ten 
——— will de ſure to hurt our- 


In the defence of our 
5 d againſt 


201 a . the Nen 
but t hy bone ijerve one another. 
1 Pet. ii. 16. —— — 
LIBERTY as a cloke of maliciouſneſs ; but as 
the ſervants of God. Honour all men. Love 
2 brotherhood. Fear God. Honour tie 

ng. 
Let us, by our temper and conduct, make it 4 
appear, that the cauſe of NonconFoORMITY is | 

a cauſe according to godlineſs. Let not our 
zeal be wholly ſpent about matters of contro- 
verſy, but chief employed about the great 
intereſts of ical 4 ˖ vital chriſti- 
anity. While we refuſe conformity to a Na- 
tonal Church, let us ſee to it that we be not 

andy = conf 


> 


0 "CHRISTIAN LIBERTY, &c. 
© + {conformed tothe wokLD. While we profeſs 


to honour Chriſt as the only Head of the 


Church, let us honour him as the ſovereign of 
--. ſour hearts. While we adopt a. mode of wor- 


hip. moſt agreeable to the ſimplicity of the 


Goſpel, let us worſhip God in ſpirit and in 


truth. While we reject Forms of prayer im- 
poſed by others, let us not be formal in our 
,own. While we glory in having our churches 
conſtituted on the Goſpel- plan, let our conver- 
ation be as becometh the Goſpel. And if we 
Wiſh to make converts tu our diſtinguiſhing 
mode of religion, let it be our furſt and chief 
concern to make them real converts to 
;CHRIST. e E zs b 
the Puritans and original Nonconformiſts, 
were men of eminent piety, purity, ſpirituality, 
and heavenly mindedneſs. Let us ſtudy to re- 
ſemble them more in theſe particulars. Thus 
ſhall we beſt juſtify oui ſelves to the world, and 
thus ſhall we moſt eſſectually maintain and ad- 
vance the cauſe of Proteſtant Nonconformity. 
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POSTSCRIPT: +1 
I e ee ee Hens, 


from ſome readers, the charge of. promoyng bugotry, \ But 


is it bigotry for any one to defend what he believes, on in- 
quiry, to be true and important, while he exerciſes candour 
towards thoſe who differ ? Not ao d it, when called upon, 
would be lukewarmneſs. Many pieces have of late ap- 
peared againſt the Difſenters 3 why ſhould they not ſtand 


forth in their own defence ? On one of theſe pieces | would ,. 


here make a few brief remarks, viz. A Guide to the Church 3 
by the Rev. C. Daubeny. The author brings many texts to 
prove that the church æubich Chrift trelfed is but ons, and 
that to ſeparate from it is a ſchiſm, ſeverely condemned, This is 
readily granted; but then, by this ene church is meant, that 
body which comprehends all Chriſtians throngh the world. | 
Now Mr. D. ought to have proved (what he takes for 
granted) that the church of England is this one body. But 
will he ſeriouſly affirm this? He has indeed denied it; for - 
in defending her d.Ment from the church of Rome, he ſays, 
p. 148. 4 The church of Rome and Conflantinepit were two 


ſeparate branches of the church of Chriſt, to their exiftencs as 


ſuch, their communion with each other-was not. eſſential. 
The church of England is alſo 4 ſeparate we 5 the church 
of Chriſt ; its ſeparation, Ra church of 
Rome, cannot affect its exiſtence as'a c ook 

cauſe it poſſeſſes all the characteriſtic ache of a tub, 
church, c. which it poſſefſed before its commctiem tout 


[ When was that?] The preteftantiſm, therefore, of ths: * 


church of England, conſiſts in the right, which one 18 E- 
YEXDENT branch of the church of Chrift claims. of protelting . 


ain another branch of it.” This remarkable paſſage over- 
turns the whole of Mr. c reaſoning to ptove the Pro- 


teſtant Diſſenters ſcb;ſmatics.' We allow the church of Eng- 


land to be one branch of the church of Chriſt (though am 


unſound ene). We claim for our churches (on his own prin- 
Ciples, and his own Articles ® ) to be ber branches of it. 
And thus _ is an end of the controverſy. 
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See Art. zix. a , 
of faithfal men -< Trae v church is defined A n 
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THE END. 
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